"r Yes/" he said carelessly, " I got tired of the blood;/ tele-
phone ringing, so I moved in here for peace and quiet." He
hang inc big durk coat on a hanger and picked up his despatch
cuse. " Excuse me for just a second, Sammy. I want to settle
this stuff/'
He dived back Into the outer office. 1 glanced round the
room, Waring had done himself very well. He had a*whack-
Iiig great partner's desk about six feet square, with a leather
top. There vere three telephones on it, with a alter extension
to Susan. One was a green Secret phone. He had a big leather
swivel desk-chair and an arm-chair far visitors. The whole
thing made our rabbit-hutch upstairs look pretty poverty-
stricken.
I heard 'Waring say to Susan. " Three copies of that.
Maited ' Most Secret/ One to the Minister, one to Professor
Mair and one for me. There's a note to go with the Minister's.
Ill give you thai later. As quickly as you can? please."
Susan said, "It'll take about two hours/" I looked at my
watch. That would mean that she wouldn't be home till nine.
" Yes, I'm sort}7, but itfs a very urgent matter," said Waring
in his remotest voice.
n Will Professor Mair be here to sign the note? " said Susan.
"He usually goes about now/"
"Never mind about that/' said Waring sharply. 'Til sign
it/*
There was a sharp " ziptj which was Susan taking something
out of the typewriter with a jerk. Waring came back and
shut the door,
" Mow then/' lie said. t: Why not sit down and be comfort-
able?" He grinned his boyish grin and patted the arm-chair.
"Look Sammy. Chair, Beautiful, padded, comfortable arm-
chair. Especially for Important visitors like you, Try it
Nothing happens. It doesn't give way and tip you Into a cold
bath or anything, honest It doesn't,"
I sat down and said, " You've gone very grand/'
" Well* to tell you the truth 1 was getting a bit fed up with
Manchester carpentry tables and chairs/' said Waring, lighting
a cigarette. 'rWben you think of the stuff that we turn out
here it seems a bit hard if we can't have civilised furniture.
Look at chat bloody place you and Tilly work in. Some of the
finest and most valuable stuff in the country comes out of
that den* And look at the conditions you work in. It makes
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